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What NCRD is all about

WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE DO
The primary purpose of NCRD is to bring divers together.

The membership of Northern California Rainbow Divers (NCRD) is as
varied as San Francisco itself. While the primary focus of the organization is on
the LGBT community, the organization welcomes all divers and people inter-
ested in becoming divers.And, while most of our 150 members live in the San
Francisco Bay Area, they are equally distributed throughout San Francisco, the
East Bay and the South Bay.

Membership is open to divers of any level. If you are not yet a certified
scuba diver and would like to become cerrified, we can help you with that.
Several scuba instructors are NCRD members. They represent several different
certification agencies and are always happy to answer guestions about certifica-
tion and help you begin in or continue your diving education.

{rontinued on page 3)
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T6f 8 NCRD divers who
i bfes in Saba in jonuary

OUTSIDE CALIFORNIA DIVING

GaALAPAGOS IsSLANDS = 2 TRIPS
DEec. 2-9 AND WoOMEN'Ss WEEK DEc. 9-16

CALIFORNIA DIVING
MoNTEREY

PT. LoBos * SUNDAY, Juwy 18
A once-in-a-lifetime adventure to the world's most

exotic dive site. Two trips are scheduled aboard the BREAKWATER * SATURDAY, Auc. 21

Galapagos Aggressor. (See back page.)

DoiLPpHIN ENCOUNTER
wWITH UNDERWATER PHOTO SEMINAR
Jury 23-30 = BiMmiNi, BaHAMAS

The absolutely perfect trip. Dive, snorkel and swim
with dolphins and sharpen photo skills with Donald Tipton
abaard the Bottom Time |l liveaboard. (See page 7.)

ALasKa ® Auc. 7-186

Nine days of diving on the luxurious liveaboard
Nautilus Explorer. Some of the best diving in the world.

(See page 7.)

SeA oF CoRTEZ *» OcCT. 2-11

Perfect for photographers and those interested in
marine creatures, Naturalist and author Dan Gotshall will
be joining us. (See back page.)

SILVER PRINCE * SUNDAY, AUc. 22

Pt. Lobios, a state marine preserve, offers some of the
most pristine diving in Northern California.

Then in August, we head to Breakwater in Monterey
for shore diving. followed by a picnic, both on Saturday,
Aug. 2.

The fabulous Silver Prince leaves from Fisherman's
Wharf in Monteray for an easy, two-tank dive. Sea lions
are not guaranteed, but there's always hope. The cost is
$75/diver (nitrox is extra). VWe're limiting the load so the
boat won't be crowded. (See page 7.)

CHannNEL IsLanDs *+ NMov, 4-8

Four days of liveaboard diving in the southern
Channel Islands aboard the Vision. Cost is $550 per per-
son, inclusive of foad, lodging and diving. (See back page.)

For more information on the trips. see pages 7 and 8, or visit
the trps section of the website ot www.irginbowdivers.org.
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any people dream abour hecoming certified scuba
divers, Too often, though, they don't follow
thraugh on their dream because they dan't know
where to start That's where Narthern California
Rainbow Divers (MCRD) comes in.

MNCRD offers several ways for |esbian, gay, bisexual and
transgendered future divers to become certified divers, and
opportunities to keep diving in exciting locations in California
and throughour the waorld.

"Wz are forcunate to have among our membership several
scuba instructors who are associated with local dive centers,”
said Mike Ford, internatianal trips planner, who is a dive
instructor, These instructors offer certification and advanced
level classes, sometimes through NMCRD-only classes and also
by welcoming MCRD members into their regularly scheduled
classes.

CHUASSES

DIVE

Several of the instructors are also certified through the
Handicapped Scuba Association to teach diving to people with
a wide range of disabilities, from blindness and limited sight to
paraplegia and quadriplegia

For divers who have been certified, but who have not been diving
for several manths ar even years, there is the "Rusty Divers" course,
which reacquaints them with the sport and its aquipment,

OPEN-WATER CERTIFICATION

As the first level of scuba certification, open-water certification
provides the platiorm for all scuba divers. The format of the class
varies from instructor to instructor, but in general the class involves
several sessions in the classroom and in swimming pools. These ses-
sions typically are held ever the course of a weelend or several
weeks. At the end of these sessions, a weekend of diving in the ocean,
mast often in nearby Monterey follows.

While the Open Water class introduces students to the equipment
used in scuba diving, as well as the technigues of scuba, It also pre-
pares students to dive safely on their own, Fallowing successful com-
pletion of the foundation course, the student js certified. Scuba certifi-
cation is required throughout the world to rent equipment and to
participate in dives on liveaboard dive boats or at resorts, [t alse is
reqguired for the advanced classes, which provide students with addi
ticnal skills,

Those wha are already cerrifind and divers who wane to conrinue
learning new skills or honing existing skills can continue their diving
education through many other classes that NCRD-affiliated instruc-
tors provide, including Advanced Open Water, Stress and Rescue,
Mitrox. and specialtes such as Dirysuit Diving, Boar Diving, Mighe
Diving, Advanced Navigation, and many others,

If ynu're interasted in learning to dive, start by visiting the Classes
Section on the NCRD website www.rainbowdivers.org. It provides
answers to commonly asked questions, information about dub-affiliat-
ed instructors and how to contact tham,

- 584 Castro Streat, #4738

For general questions aboul classes, exact pricing information, and class sign
up, please e-mail Anthany Perry, MNCRD's Classes Coordinelor, o

classes@rainbowdivers.org

L Maorthern California Rainbow Divers

San Francisco, CA 94114
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Program Chair « Laurie Ziffrin

Programs@RainbowDivers.org
Irip Planner = Mike Ford = 415.665.2231
ri ainbo ive
Treasurer * Dennis Mix » 415.586.6152
Treasureri@PRainbow Divers.org

Diive Planner = Clark Burton
Dive! BRa Dive
Mewsletter Editor = MNisa Donnelly = 530.472.3209
Editor@ RainbowDivers.org
Dive Classes Coordinater *Anthany Perry =
4152152885 i i

Cther Departments

Liaisan: Diving for Life « Steve Graham +
510.836.3647

DFLi@Rainbowlivers.org

Club WebMaster * Alison Ronald

Wehmaster@RainbowDivers.arg

Club Policies

Board meetings are held once a manth, These meat-
Ings ara open to any member in good swanding, If you
are nterested i attending these meotings, please call
any of the board members listed above for locaden.
Membership duecs are $35/ycar, $55/yr for domestic
partners at the same address, and $20(yr for nowslet-
ter only subscription (available to addresses more than
|50 miles frem San Francisca Bay Area). Advertising is
available. Rates $7/month te club members to have a
business card zize nen-changing ad. Itis 310/month for
non-club members to advertise. IF you are interested
in advertising please call Misa Donnelly ar 530-472-
3209. Club policy regarding money paid for club spon
sored dives: Unless otherwise noted, all monies are
non-refundable, NCRD doss not warrant, recommend
or guarantee the products or services concained in

advertisements in this newsletter.

Club mail or inquiries:

MNCRD, 584 Castro Street, #478
San Francisco, CA 94114

Web Site:
www rainbowdivers.org

Morthern California Rainbow Divers, Inc.
is a California non-profic
mutual benefit corporation.

.,




PAWS : john Lipp, executive director of PAWS (Pets Are
Wonderful Supipart), right, accepts a check fram NCRD members
Brendon Kearney, left, and Steve Grohom, the DFL liaison. PAWS
supparts the human-animal bond for persons fiving with HIVIAIDS.

San Francisco-based nonprofits were heneficiaries of
$2.570 each from the Morthern Californiac Rainbow
Divers' share of 2003 Diving for Life beneficiary funds.

DFL funds are raised in conjunction with the annual Diving for
Life Scuba Jamboree and distributed to local charities selected
by participating seuba clubs in those commumities, The amount
for each community is based on the number of local club mem-
bers participating in the Diving for Life event. NCRD has donat-
ed more than $50,000 from DFL funds since the event’s incef-
ton in 1992, Steve Graham is the DFL aison for NCRD ond co-
organizer for DFL 2003 in Cozumel He and Patti Davidsan,
also an NCRD member, are members of the DFL Board.

Who We Are {eantinuad from page ()
ACTIVITIES

There are many opportunities for members who are inter-
ested in participating in MCRD—from joining one of the many
trips we sponsor each year to taking one of the many courses.

MCRD holds monthly shora dives and frequent baar dives in
Monterey, and sponsars between two to six larger scale dive
trips each year to warm-water and cold-water destinations. The
club alse has manrthly membership meatings ar various lacarions
We keep in touch with the membership through an e-mail list,
the web site {www.rainbowdivers.org), and through e-newslet-
ters and printed newsletters.

Then again, if you just feel like diving once in awhile, that's
olay, too.VWe require nothing of our members other than that
they dive safely and respect one another.

Trips are scheduled throughout the year and range from
nearby Monterey and California’s Channel Islands to the exotic
Galapagos Islands (see Trips, for more information, or visit the
website at www.rainbowdivers.arg).

DOMNATIONS

Diving for Life

At press time, there were stll a few spots open for the 2004
Diving For Life Jamboree, Oct. 30 chrough Mow. & at the Malale
Island Resart in Fiji. Quite a few NMCRDers have signed up for
this year's trip, along with divers fram many LGET scuba clubs

from all over the world. To find cut more about DFL, visit the

website at www.divingforlife.org,

DGLC : Todd Higgins, left, client advocate for the Deaf Gay &
Leshian Center (DGLC), accepts a check from NCRD members
Steve Graham, center, the DFLligison, and Mike Ford, the Trip
Planner. DGLC is a progrom which provides counseling, advocacy
and serves as a referral agency.

HISTORY

NMCRD is a nonprofic organization dedicated to providing
scuba diving opportunities and diver education to the LGRT
community in Morthern California. The organization was formed
in the carly 1990s. Originally known as the Sea Snakes, the name
was changed shortly thereafter when it was pointed out that
there actually are no sea snakes in this part of the world, Newly
christened as NCRD, the club began to grow guickly and hasn't
stopped. :

NCRD Monthly Meeting

Want to share some dive stories? Plan your next trip!
Find a dive buddy? Plan to attend the next NCRD
meeting:

Wednesday, July 14, 6:30 p.m., Sausage
Factory, 517 Castro 5t., San Francisco
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ble. In addition to our

by Mike Ford; Nisa Donnelly (Saba)

Cozumel 2003

Almost exactly a year ago, shortly
before Pride 2003, we escaped the chilly
fog of the San Francisco summer and
winged our way to sunny Cozumel for a
week of warm-water diving. Returning to
Scuba Club Cozumel for a second time,
we were welcomed by the friendly staff
who were thrilled to see us again. And
within an hour of arriving, we were float-
ing in crystal blue water right off the
hote! pier, where we found the resident
ecls, puffer fish, and a barracuda seemingly
waiting just for us—right where we left
them on our previous visit.

The next day, we hoarded the
resort's catamaran and set out on our
first day of exploring some of the area’s
most beautiful dive sites. The helpful crew
worked magic for us, finding many toad-
fish, slipper lobsters and nurse sharks that
found cameras snapping faster than a
moray'’s jaws. Particularly exciting was our
visit to Devil's Throat, a natural tunnel
through the coral at 130 feet that tested
the buoyancy skills of even the most sea-
soned divers in the group.

- John Marum (Roatan)

members
rLunities oo

Midway through he week we were
momentarily sideline when a stomach
virus swept through the group, sending
most of us to our beds for 24 hours. But
thanks to the actions of club member Joe
Wolford, who braved the local "pharma-
cies” to buy up every last box of Floxil
we were all back in the water in seeming-
ly no time. And it says something about
the spirit of this group that we had a
great time, even when we were sick.

Alter a week spent diving, relaxing in
the seaside hammocks, enjoying the local
restaurants, visiting some archaeological
sites, and generally doing nothing but hav-
ing fun, our week on the island culminat-
ed in an unforgettable trip to the main-
land and a trek into the jungle to dive the
famous Hidden Worlds cenotes (under-
ground caverns). None of us who spent
the day diving among the gorgeous stone
formations and looking up to see the jun-
gle peering in at us will ever forget the
experience,

Cozumel was great, but those of us
whose idea of heaven is cold-water diving
were looking ahead to August, when we
traveled to breathtaking Alaska.

4

Alaska 2003

Aowe-inspiring is an apt description
of this trip.We spent a week on the
world’s coolest liveaboard, the Nautilus
Explorer. Our friend and captain, Mike
lever, was excited to have some Rainbow
Divers on board again, and cutdid himself
as he took us on a journey north from
tha tiny fishing island of Fort Hardy up to
rollicking Juneau, with stops in quirky
Ketchilan and a visit to the natural hot
spring. Along the way we spent a memo-
rable day swimming around the glacier at
Tracy Arm, splashed at the eerie wreck of
the Princess Sophia, watched orcas hunt-
ing for sea lions, rook in the breathtaking
aurora borealis, and saw the world's
biggest and most beautiful nudibranchs at
VWooden Island.

MNCRD is planning another Alaska
adventure in August. To find out more, see
page 7.

Big and beautiful describes the focus
of the October trip, when we went in
search of the great whites.



G reat Whita Encounter 2003

Ar our very own Farallon Islands,
within seconds of tossing the float into
the water around these remote islands, a
great white came rushing up, launching
into the air and hanging motionless for a
single second as we all stared, enchanted
and terrified.

When it crashed back into the
ocean, we looked at cach other, seemingly
wondering "V¥hat have we gotten our-
selves into?" This didn't stop us from
jumping eagerly into the shark cage hat
was lowered into the murky water soon
after. We spent the morning taking shifts
in the cage, peering into the green water
around us for glimpses of the magnificent
sharks that circled the boat. Even the low
visibility couldn't hide the massive forms
that emerged from the darkness as the
sharks came to see what strange crea-
tures had invaded their world. Hands and
feet were quickly pulled inside and count-
ed as sharks up to 20 feet in length
cruised around us,

The actiocn on top of the water was
even maore
exciting. All day
we watched as
massive sharks
swam by, some-
times stopping
to look up at us
with beautiful
black eyes. Ve

Stephanie Krmpotic Photo

Southern Channel Islands planning to
spend the entire time at distant San
Clemente.

But we were in for a real surprise f’;

when, after a day at 5an Clemente, the
crew asked if we would be willing to
go even further south to the seldom-
visited Cortes Banks. Located, literally,
in the “middle of nowhere” this beauti-
ful area is known for its warm temper-
atures and almost endless visibility, but it
is not often dived because conditions
have to be exactly right. Luckily for us,
they were. The crew rewarded us by
catching not only lobsters fro dinner, but
yellowfin, yellowtail and bluefin tuna,
which they served up as sashimi after our
night dives.

MCRD is planning ancther Channel
Islands trip in Movember. To find out
more, see page 8.

After ending 2003 on such a high
note, we rang in the new year with our
first visit to the tiny Dutch Caribbean
island, Saba.

Saba 2004

Forget the steel-
drum bands and white-
sand beaches, Saba (pro-
nounced SAY-bah) is not
your typical Caribbean
island. But when it comes
to diving, Saba is rated

witnessed SeVer- Tharing the undersea world with sharks is
always thrill for divers.This one was spotted

al feedings and
lots of shark
action as the big
fish did what they do best hunted the
resident sea lions.

Finally, it was time to say goodbye
and sail for home. leaving the wild things
behind.

California waters were the scene for
our next trip as well, November's annual
outing aboard the well-known Southern
California liveaboard, the Vision.

on the Saba trip,

Channel Islands 2003

MNCRD has been going on the Vision
trip for years. Departing from Sanea
Barbara we spent four days diving the
gorgeous Channel Islands. Departing in
the middle of the night, we headed to the

amaong the best places in
the Caribbean, as |8
MCRD divers discovered
in January.

This perfect jewel of an island is
largely overlooked by most divers. Its
warters are protected by one of the
world's first marine parks, and as a result
are pristine. Beneath Saban waters, steep

mountains ascend from the abyss to with-

in B0 feet of the surface, making the div-
ing extracrdinary.

Every day we we enjoyed calm,
clear diving, but this doesn't mean it was
boring. Far from it. Our visit to Shark
Roclk was an adventure and even sites we
insisted on visiting again and again never
lost their charm,

Meither did the island itself. The
friendly locals welcomed us in, keeping

5

Mite: Ford Phot

restaurants open late, introducing us to
the local floral and fauna, and making us
feel like old friends.VVe particularly
enjoyed spending time with Saba’s resi-
dent gay and lesbian populadion, and look
forward to seeing them again on our nex
visiL.

Truly off tourism’s beaten path, Saba
was the ultimate eat, sleep and dive holi-
day.

Cur next destination was Silver
Bank in the Dominican Republic. whare
we went to spend a week swimming with
humpback whales.

Dominican Republic 2004

Only three licenses to visit this area
are given out to boat operators by the
Dominican government, and we were for
tunate to be aboard the Bottom Time as
it made its way into this unigue part of
the world where humpback whales spent
the winter months breeding and raising
their calves.

Each day we set out in zodiacs, look
ing for whales whose behavior indicated
that they were open to encounters with
us. And find them, we did.

Every outing saw us getting in the
water with whales, sometimes mothers
with calves, sometimes mating pairs and
sometimes lone travelers. Ve were con-
stantly amazed at the grace and gentle-
ness of these 40-foot creatures. And, afte
a magical week, we left them knowing
that we had been granted a very special
gift.

Another of our favorite dive loca-
tions is Roatan in the Honduras Bay
Islands, and in April we made a return tri
there to the beauriful Inn of the Last
Resort for a week of diving.

(contined on next bope



Roatan 2004

Our trip began with four wonder-
ful flights on TACA (aka:"Take A Chance
Ajrways"). TACA at |east provided a
number of topics for conversation, espe-
clally as to the make up of the sandwich
meats. After two jets from San Francisco
to San Salvador to San Pedro Sula, we
transferred to a turboprop which, as
one group member pointed out, lacked

both air conditianing and cocktails. ,
NCRD’ers in Roatan dove the wreck of the El

In Roatan we were met by the staff :
Aguila on Monday. Here, they are pathered at

of the Inn of Last Resort, a short van

ride away. The inn is a rustic, wooden
multi-building facility right on the water,
with generously large rooms, plenty of air
conditioning and an on-site dive shop. The
inn supplied all meals, as well as a place
to store dive equipment and even ported
the wnks and BCs onto the boat before
cach dive.

the bow of the wrack

The inn scheduled three dives per
day, with one night dive during the week.
Tanks were available at ather times for
dives in the lagaon behind the inn.

Our first day of diving was at three

Charon Ponder Phots

Oh, my aching ears!

Tips, tricks and tribulations of a self-confessed ear-gear junkic

suffer from good-ear envy. By rights, | have the kind of ears that would keep a

more sensible person out of the water, When other kids went to Disneyland on

their summer vacations, | went to the hospital with swimmer's ear. [t wasn't a
pretty childhood.When | started diving, | knew | was in serious trouble on my open
water dives. | also discovered | was on my own in figuring aur what to do about it.

It's taken dozens of hours of Internet research, more than a few conversatans
with the nice DAN docs, no small amount of trial and error, and lots of strange loolks
on the dive boars, but |'ve finally figured out a system thar works, at least for me

My ear gear consists of:
Doc’s Pro Plugs (special ear
plugs for divers that come in
different sizes; my ears can
and do change size on an
extended trip. so | always
carry an assortment); the Pro Ear 2000 mask (which is equipped with ear covers and
a tube system designed to help with equalization): a sturdy neoprene hood to hald it
all in place (yes, the hood goes over the mask); a botde of alcohol for post-dive ear
flushes; and a bottle of prescriprion ear drops, just in case,

DAM has a new web-based educational program on
ears. To find out more, visit the DAMN website at
httpu".l'u-.rww.D]ver:.f’i.lertNenmr'I-c.r)rgftmini|1g.'al3m'|na.l's

fearsanddiving

Is it perfect? No.The ear plugs often come loose. especially if you've been hang-

ing upside down in the water. The mask is just so-so and tends ta leak at an early age.

The hoods aren't very comfortable (there is a hood especially designed for the mask,
which is more uncomfortable than most hoods). And you can
expect to have to explain the ear gear to at least one person on
every dive. But does it work!? Yes. Is it worth it? Considering the
alternative, which for me, would be not diving. Absalutely.

Misa Donnelly

BC. =il pre ar Editarrninbowdivess o

different coral reefs. Many large curious
fish came right up to us, as if to check
out this new group of divers. On the
way back to the inn, dolphins appeared.

Things pot more interesting on the
third day, with a first dive o the wreck
of the El Aguila, which broke into three
sections and settled at a depth of
berween 90 and 100 feet, It was the first
of two wrecks we would explore. The
second. the Odessy, was the first dive on
day five,

At 95 feet, the Oddessy’s collapsed
superstructure exposes inner decks and
offers the chance to explore its
rooms—or sit at a table and chairs thar

are still attached to the bow We decom-
pressed at a nearby reef with large
schools of fish and even 2 porcupine.

The natural rather than manmade
challenges included several narrow swim-
throughs with dark overbangs. which
offered the opportunity to see lobsters.
The third dive was again along a coral
reef at Inner Sea Quest, where a Moray
eel was spotted.

For those who wanted to get in
deep diving, the first dive of the fourth
day gave us the opportunity to drift dive
along the wall ar deprhs of 130 feet or
maore. This was followed by another drift
dive to Turtle Crossing, where a wrrtle
was coaxed to within about [0 feet of the
group before swimming off. That day’s
third dive was to Spooky Channel, a
there-and-back swim around which
included several swim-thraughs and plen-
ty of dark crevices. One member of the
group found a very larpe Moray eel.

A stingray was spotted on the see-
ond dive at Lighthouse Reef, and the night
dive provided the chance to see some sea
life that normally hides during the day. At
least ane octopus and several lobsters
joined the group, and near the end of the
dive we extinguished our flashlights so
that our eyes would become accustomed
to the dark. Rapid movements in the
water produced a faint bisluminescence.

The dry day at the end of the week
was spent visiting the nearby burterfly
farm or taking a canopy tour of the rain-
forest. The next day we flew back, but this
time with the foresight to load up on
Wendy's burgers at the airport, No more
mystery meat sandwiches far us!



Upcdtning Triffs

Mike Ford Phote

Bimini Bahamas Dolphins and Donald Tipton Photo Seminar

The upcoming Bimini dolphin
trip has taken another interest-
ing turn. The falks at Bottorn Time Advertures
have snagged underwater photographer
Danaid Tipton for the trip. He'll be hosting a
phato seminar throughott the week, making
the trip ideal for those who want to learn
how to take pictures of frolicking rmarine crit-
ters. In addition, this is on excellert trip for
non-diving partners. Take g gander at the
new details below (including the lower price}
and if you're interested, sign up ASAR

Da you love dolphins? Do you lave
the wark of underwater photographer
Donald Tipton? Do you want toe learn
how you can take better photographs?

If you can answer yes to any or all
of these questions, we have the perfect
trip for you.

The Caribbean island of Bimini is
heme to a pod of dolphins for whom
encounters with humans are common-

place and welcome. And

m WE'FE going o visit them!

All encounters are on the dolphins'
terms. They are not lured, fed, or coerced
in any way to interact with us. They do it
because they choose to, making this one
of the few truly all-natural dolphin expe-
riences in the world.

Whart could make this better? How
about participating in a seminar with
world-renowned underwater photogra-
pher Donald Tipton. Check out his web-
site at www.donaldtipton.com.

This once-in-a-lifetime trip is
£1,700, which includes hatel in Fr,
Lauderdale, airport transfers, a week on
the Bottom Time Il {with all meals), the
photo seminar, and airfare from Ft
Lauvderdale to Bimini. Not included is air-
fare to and frem Ft. Lauderdale from
your departure city, crew tips and costs
incurred on the boat for alcoholic drinks
or T-shirrs,

Down in Monterey — Bubblemaking Close to Home

PT. LOBOS

As many of you know, Pt. Lobos offers some of the most pristine diving in the
Morthern Califernia. Pt. Lobas is a state marine preserve and strictly limics diving
(reservations required), which is why the club takes care of the reservations far
you.The park doesn't open until 2 a.m., so you can sleep in for a change. There
are easy shore entries using the boat launch at VWhaler's Cove, and you can bring
a hand-launched baar ar kayak if you have one. The diving is superb. The park
charges a reservation fee ($7) and a nominal entrance fee.

MONTEREY/SILVER PRINCE

Depending on conditions, the boats usually go to sites such as Hopkins Reef,
Aumentos Reef, and Eric's Pinnacle, all of which have great invertibrates on inter-
esting rock formations. The sites in the Bay also frequently attract sea lions and
harbar seals, who tend to be very friendly and often approach divers. The boat
leaves from Fisherman's Wharf in Monterey.

To find out more about the monthly Monterey dives ar to reserve a spot, e-maifl Clark

Burton at diveplanner@@rainbowdivers.org,
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Alaska in August

Alaskan Adventure
(and Honeymoon Cruise)

August 6-16

WWe've arranged to charter the
entire Mautilus Explorer, surely one of
the most fabulous liveaboards in exis-
tence, for our return visit to Alaska and
British Columbia, Aug. 6 to 6.

For 10 glorious days and 9 starry
nights, we will have the run of the entire
| 16 feer and three levels. Mot only thart,
but captain Mike Lever has saved his
favorite trip for us.This trip combines the
best of Alaska and British Columbia div-
ing: wrecles, orcas, wolf eels, dolphins,
nudibranchs, icebergs. It's all here.

But this isn't just about diving. No,
not by a long shot. This is an excellent
vacation for divers and non-divers alike.
There's kayaking and snorkeling. And, as
maost of you know, Canada recently
declared gay marriage legal. Our boat and
its captain, Mike Lever, are Canadian born
and registered, As a result. Cant Mike is
able to marry people. »o we're turning
this-trip into our very own love boar,

Afrer we board the boart in juneay,
Mike will take us out to sea (international
waters) and marry any couples who want
ta get hitched, When we reach Canadian
waters, we'll land and go to the nearest
registry office to make our unions legal.
This is.a really fun way to celebrate our
relationships angd get in some of the best
diving in the waorld.

This is cold-water diving, and dry-
suits are pretty much required due to the
large number of dives we'll be doing.

The low, low, low cost of $2,150
includes round-trip airfare from San
Francisco, your hotel in Juneau, all your
diving, meals {except alcohol) and port
fees. Mot included are crew gratuities,
Mitrox, alcohel, marriage certificate fees,
etc. If you don't want or need the airfare
from SFQ, the wip is $1,900.

For complete about  outside
California trips. please e-mail Mike Ford NCRD's

information

Trip Coordinator, at grumbledop@earthlinkned.

(Mare wips on back page)



Galapagos Spots Open Up!

December 2-9

Women's
Week December 9-16

VWe've had a couple of openings on both of
our upcoming Galapagos trips.

If you've been wanting to go on an adventure,
mark your calendar for the week of Dec. 2-9 or
Dec. 9-16,

Two separate groups of NCRDers will be
beoarding the beautiful Galapagos Aggressor for a
week of exploring the wild islands off the coast of
Ecuador,

We'll be spending most of our time at remote
Wolf and Darwin islands, home to schools of ham-
merhead sharks, whale sharks, and sea lions.

This is the trip of a lifetime. For $3,100 you
get a week on one of the world's most luxurious
liveaboards and airfare from Quito, Ecuador; to the
Galapagos. Airfare to Quito is not included.

For complete information on the Galapagos
trips. e-mail Trip Coordinator Mike Ford at
trips{@rainbowdivers.org or grumbledog@earth-
link.net.

MoORE UPCOMING TRIPS

Women’s Week in the Galapagos

The Dec. 9-16 Galapagos trip, has officially
wrned into NCRD Women's Weelc If you'd like
to be a part of this wonderful adventure, or if
you know any women who would be interested
in an unusual all-women's outing, claim your
spacé or pass this info along You're not going to
find a trip this great, for this cheap, with dive
buddies who are this much fun,

Mike Fard Phato

Channel Islands
Annual Yision Trip
November 4-8

It's time to sign up for
the annual NCRD liveaboard
adventure to California's
Southern Channel Isknds, Mov.
4-8.

We'll board theVisien at
Santa Barbara, Thursday, Nov. 4,
and the boat will depart ac 10
p.m.While we sleep snug in our very own bunks (doubles
available for couples), the crew will motor down to San
Clemente Island. We'll awake to the smell of fresh salt air
and breakfast cooking. While aboard, we'll enjoy unlimited
diving (including night dives), returning to Santa Barbara
Monday afternoon.

TheVision leaves from Sea Landing in Santa Barbara
harbor, approximacely 350 miles south of San Francisco, The
boat has bunks for 30 divers and all meals are provided.The
club has been making these trips for over six years and they
sell out quickly. This is not surprising, since the Channel
Islands features some of the best kelp forest diving in
California.

The Islands are a sanctuary for some most amazing
visions, experiences and creatures. To find out more about
the trip, visit these websites:
http:/frainbowdivers.org/trips/trips3.htmi; and
http:/fwww.truthaquatics.com.

The total cost of these four days of glorious, non-stop
fun is only $550, and a payment plan is available. The first
payment of $150 is required to secure your spot, and the
balance of $400 is due by Sept. 1.

To reserve a spot, e-mail trip eoordinator, Alison
Ronald, at webmaster@rainbowdivers.org for details.

Sea of Cortez Liveaboard with Marine Naturalists

Visitors to the Sea of Cortez are awed by the stun-
| ning seamounts, vertical walls, warm blue waters, with
ﬂ' temperatures in the 70s and visibility in excess of 100 feet,
= | which are home to a stunning array of life, from the small-
i est nudibranchs to the largest whales.

We'll be on the Mautilus Explorer liveaboard (port of
call, Los Cabos, Mexico). Cur trip begins Oct. 3, when we
| fly from SFO to Los Cabos for six days of diving, with the
| possibility of up to 25 dives.We land in La Paz on the
afternoon of Oct. 9 and fly back to San Francisco the next
| day. The cost is $2.500 all-inclusive.
: MNCRD instructor and critter queen Maureen McEvoy
be on board, along with the world-famous marine natural-
ist and author. Dan Gotshall.

This trip is ideal for those of you who like warmer
water. It's also perfect for photographers and those inter-
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ested in marine creatures, both big and small.

Mike Lever and his crew are devoted naturalists, and
they are very, very dedicated to protecting the areas they
szil in and in ensuring that the ecosystem they help us
explore remains intact.

The boat is wonderfully equipped for photographers
and videopraphers, with a fantastic camera station, rental
cameras of various kinds, and even film processing on
board. Each cabin (double occupancy) has its own bath-
room with shower,

WWe have only a few spaces left on this trip, and
they're going fast.

To sign up, or to ask any questions you might have
about this trip, e-mail NCRD Trip Coordinator Mike Ford
at grumbledog@earthlink.net.



